1796      MRS. SCOTT OF HARDEN         229

arrival at Mertoun, and his attachment to German stud-
ies excited her attention and interest. Mrs. Scott sup-
plied him with many standard German books, besides
Biirger; and the gift of an Adelung's dictionary from
his old ally, George Constable (Jonathan Oldbuck), ena-
bled him to master their contents sufficiently for the pur-
poses of translation. The ballad of The Wild Huntsman
appears to have been executed during the month that
preceded his first publication; and he was thenceforth
engaged ni a succession of versions from the dramas of
Meier and Iffland, several of which are still extant in his
MS., marked 1796 and 1797. These are all in prose
like their originals; but he also versified at the same
time some lyrical fragments of Goethe, as, for example,
the Morlachian Ballad,

" What yonder glimmers so white on the mountain,"

and the song from Claudina von Villa Bella. He con-
sulted his friend at Mertoun on all these essays; and I
have often heard him say, that, among those many "obli-
gations of a distant date which remained impressed on
his memory, after a life spent in a constant interchange of
friendship and kindness," he counted not as the least, the
lady's frankness in correcting his Scotticisms, and more
especially his Scottish rhymes.

His obligations to this lady were indeed various; but
I doubt, after all, whether these were the most impor-
tant. He used to say that she was the first woman of
real fashion that took Mm up; that she used the privi-
leges of her sex and station in the truest spirit of kind-
ness; set him right as to a thousand little trifles, which
no one else would have ventured to notice; and, in short,
did for him what no one but an elegant woman can do
for a young man, whose early days have been spent in
narrow and provincial circles. "When I first saw Sir
Walter," she writes to me, "he was about four- or five-
and-twenty, but looked much younger. He seemed bash-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